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NEW AC/BART PASS AVAILABLE TO RIDERS 


The new “AC/BART PLUS” pass was in- 
troduced Jan. 22 at a ceremony in the foun- 
tain area at LMA. 

Bright buttercup yellow buttons, the col- 
or of the tickets:which went on sale the next 
day, were distributed to participants and a 
large replica of the pass served as a foil for 
news and television photographers. (BART 
photographer Gordon Kloess shot away 
wearing a shirt the exact same shade of 
yellow—a fashion note he termed a 
“coincidence.") 

Board President Margaret Pryor de- 
scribed the event as “another step in the 
cooperative efforts we can make to en- 
hance the quality of life for the transit rider 
in Our region.” 

She called it a milestone in the campaign 
to create a “super pass” that would move 
people on and off BART, AC Transit and 
Muni with a single ticket. 

The first ticket was sold to Joe Bort, de- 
scribed by Pryor as the “godfather of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission,” 
who paid for the historic transaction with a 
personal check made out to BART. Bort 
was also presented with a plaque, bearing 
a likeness of the pass, in recognition of his 
accomplishments as MTC chairman 


(See Ticket — page 2) 
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Displaying a giant replica of the new AC/ 
BART PLUS ticket are AC Transit and BART 
general managers Gene Gardiner and Keith 
Bernard, MTC Chairman Joe Bort, BART 
Board President Margaret Pryor and AC Tran- 
sit Board President Roy Nakadegawa. The 
new semi-monthly ticket may be used in 
BART fare gates and as a “flash pass” on AC 
transit buses. 


BART Express Bus planner Jim Evans (left) shows planning coordinator Dale Fousel area on 
map of Pittsburg/Antioch area where new BART park/ride facilities have recently opened. 


More Parking, 
Express Bus 
Improvements 


Over 1400 new patron parking spaces 
were added to BART facilities in 1986 
through a combination of parking lot rede- 
sign and the construction of District's first 
park and ride lots served by a new class of 
“streamlined” express bus service. 

That record should be exceeded in 
1987, according to Access Coordinator 
Dale Fousel, when a total of 2000 more 
spaces are expected to be opened to 
BART's riding public. 

The first park and ride lot opened last 
March on the proposed site of the future 
East Antioch station, at the corner of Hill- 
crest Avenue and Sunset, with room for 
about 250 cars. In July BART officials dedi- 
cated the second lot, accommodating 
about 200 vehicles, on the proposed site of 
the future West Pittsburg station, at Bailey 
Road and Highway 4. 

A new PEX express bus route went into 
operation during commute hours in July to 
transport commuters from these two lots to 
the Concord Station via Highway 4 with no 
local stops, cutting 10 to 15 minutes from 
the commute time on the regular P1 and P2 
routes. 

(See Improvements — page 3) 
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The BARTalk staff was very pleased with 
comments received about the December 
1986 “holiday” issue. We thank you all for 
your good words. 

However, we must own up to a couple of 
“oops” that cropped up in the December 
issue. On page 7 we didn't intend to cause 
our General Counsel, Malcolm Barrett, any 
concern when we inadvertently “pro- 
moted” Sherwood Wakeman to General 
Counsel. Wakeman is in fact BART's 
Associate General Counsel. 

Moving on to page 8, there was a story 
headlined “BART Confirms Extension Poli- 
cy,” in which reference was made to a de- 
cision to build a BART station in the Colma/ 
Serramonte area. This matter has been 
and continues to be the subject for discus- 
sions and no decision to build such a sta- 
tion has been made. We apologize for the 
misstatement and will Keep you advised on 
future developments. 

On page 11 we caused some confusion 
when we stated in the picture caption that 
Joe Van Overveen was being congratu- 
lated for “fifteen” years of service by BART 
Director Bianco, when on the previous 
page we pictured Joe as one of the 20-year 
BART veterans, which is correct. But as 
Joe says, it seems like only yesterday that 
he started with BART. 

If you have a story for BARTalk, please 
contact us at LMA-1, Ext. 7116. Please re- 
member, we can only use black and white 
photos. Speaking of photos, while we try to 
do our best in sending a photographer to 
cover your events, it is not always possible 
for us to do so. We will, however, make 
available to you our easy-to-use, auto- 
everything camera. The deadline for sub- 
mitting story ideas for the next issue is 
February 23. be 
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Ticket— from page 1 

BART directors in attendance included 
past president Nello Bianco, who made the 
original motion to establish the pass, Board 
Vice-President Barclay Simpson, John 
Kirkwood, Arlo Smith, John Glenn and Bob 
Allen. 

Roy Nakadegawa, president of the AC 
Transit board of directors, said that efforts 
would be made to mesh the schedules of 
the two agencies to make the pass even 
“more efficient.” 

Others at the ceremony included BART 
General Manager Keith Bernard, MTC Ex- 
ecutive Director Larry Dahms and Deputy 
Director Bill Hein, and Gene Gardiner, AC 
Transit’s general manager, who arrived late 
because, quipped Pryor, “he came by bus 
instead of BART.” be 
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King Tribute Draws Big Crowd 


A standing-room-only crowd came to 
pay tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. at the 
MetroCenter Jan. 15. The event featured 
invited speakers from BART and the local 
community, including a repeat appear- 
ance of the Rev. Amos Brown of the Third 
Baptist Church of San Francisco who once 
again lifted the spirits of those in atten- 
dance with his oratory talent. 

In her remarks, BART Board President 
Margaret Pryor told the crowd, “Our best 
memoriam to Martin Luther King should be 
in how we live our lives and how our chil- 
dren understand the struggles that have 
brought us to where we are today.” 

Other speakers included BART General 
Manager Keith Bernard, Alameda County 
Supervisor John George and Milton Fearn 
Nelson, Administrative Assistant to Oak- 
land Mayor Lionel Wilson. 

The Castleleers, Castlemont High 
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BART Board Presi- 
dent Margaret Pryor 
and Rev. Amos 
Brown of the Third 
Baptist Church of 
San Francisco were 
among those who 
paid tribute to Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. 
on his birthday. The 
event was coordi- 
nated by Pat Carter 
(right) of BART’s 
Legal Department. 
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This year’s observance of Martin Luther King, 


of the event are to be commended for making it 


School's student choral group led by the 
talented Vivian Jones, provided excellent 
musical entertainment as did Joyce How- 
ard, Pamela Wyatt and Yusef Rasheed of 
Lady J and Dezyre, who performed gospel 
songs for the crowd. 

Mable Hinton concluded the tribute by 
leading the assembly in singing “The Ne- 
gro National Anthem.” 

The program was sponsored by the 
Black Managers Association at BART and 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Com- 
memoration Committee, whose members 
include Pat Carter (Committee Coordina- 
tor), Hershell Levi, Debora Faniel, Brenda 
Robinson, Carleen Mayberry, Glenda 
Coates, Roy Wadley and Emily Hunt. 
Meetings are being held now for next 
year's event. If interested, contact Pat Car- 
ter at LMA ext. 6051. b 


Jr.’s birthday was a big success and the sponsors 
so. From left to right are: Hershell Levi and Rodney 


Williams of Employee Relations, Debora Faniel of Legal, Carleen Mayberry of Accounting, Pat 
Carter of Legal, Glenda Williams of Richmond Shops and Brenda Robinson of Information 


Systems. 


and snowflakes. 


Embarcadero Top 
Winner in Holiday 
Decor Contest 


A nearly perfect 59 out of a possible 60 
points was earned by Edith Miranda at 
Embarcadero Station to win first place in 
the annual station agent Christmas booth 
decorating contest. 

Miranda scored her victory — and beat 
the contest rules’ $30 maximum budget — 
by using her own handmade ceramic and 
macrame ornaments and little clothespin- 
reindeer. But her most popular exhibits 
were candles she fashioned out of 58 used 
BART tickets, each ticket marked “VOID.” 
Despite the sign she posted offering to 
make one upon request, by the end of the 
seasaon only two candles remained. 

Ashby Station placed second with a 
Christmas tree triangle made of ornaments 
and miniature multi-colored lights and an 
exhibit of artifacts collected by Station 
Agent Al Drozda over the past 40 years. 
The exhibit, arranged with the aid of Ver- 
dale Owens and Lynne Alvarez, earned a 
total of 57 points. 

In third place, with 55 points, was Civic 
Center, arranged by Pat Corbett who con- 
tributed her own collection of animated 
dolls to win the award. 

Judges Linda Vasquez (who doubled as 
contest coordinator this year), Sookie Febo 
and Maria Hebert traveled station to station 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Dec. 23 to make 
the difficult decisions. Entrants were 
judged on originality, neatness, unique- 
ness and in keeping with the holiday 
theme. ba 
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First prize winner in the 1986 booth decorating contest went to Station Agent Edith Miranda, 
who decked her booth at Embarcadero Station (above) with handmade ornaments of reindeer 


Blood Donors 
Needed 


BART, MTC and ABAG will be con- 
ducting their annual blood drive for 
the Alameda County Blood Bank on 
Thursday, April 2, 1987 in the Met- 
roCenter auditorium from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. According to Hershell Levi, 
BART Blood Bank Coordinator, the 
County blood bank is experiencing a 
critical shortage of blood. “Blood is 
desperately needed,” said Levi. “I’m 
making a plea to all healthy, able 
employees to sign up to be a blood 
donor.” To reserve an appointment, 
contact Levi at LMA ext. 6240. 


Improvements — from page 1 


BART's Planning Division is exploring 
the possibility of increasing direct bus ser- 
vice from the park and ride lots to Concord. 
Public hearings on the proposed changes 
were held Jan. 15 in Pittsburg and Jan. 20 
at LMA and the information received is cur- 
rently being evaluated by the Planning 
staff. 

The 500 space North Concord park and 
ride, which opened Feb. 17, also will be 
served by the PEX line. Additional park and 
ride facilities have been proposed at 
Somersville Road in Antioch and Railroad 
Avenue in Pittsburg although the land for 
these lots has yet to be acquired. 

Community hearings were also held in 
January on the proposed Dublin/Pleasan- 
ton park-ride lot just west of the Interstate 
580/680 interchange to accommodate 
about 700 cars in the Dublin lot and anoth- 
er 700 on the Pleasanton side. The two 
lots may be connected with a 360-foot 
long pedestrian bridge over |-580. The 
possibility of adding two more satellite lots 
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in North Pleasanton and Livermore is under 
study. 

Land for a proposed park and ride in 
Hercules, north of Richmond, was ac- 
quired in December 1986. 

Past and future developments along 
other express bus corridors include: 

— M Corridor, from Martinez to Concord 
station. Express bus service streamlined in 
1985. 

— D Corridor, from Dublin and Pleasan- 
ton to Walnut Creek station. Staff is explor- 
ing the possibility of increasing stream- 
lined service to supplement the existing 
route, with hearings tentatively scheduled 
for this coming spring and summer. 

— U Corridor, from Dublin, Pleasanton 
and Livermore to Bayfair and Hayward. 
This route may be streamlined by shifting 
more buses to l-580 from the U Line, cur- 
rently transporting daytime riders from 
downtown Livermore to Bayfair via local 
streets in Pleasanton and Dublin. 

—J and Q Lines, from Hilltop, Pinole 
and Hercules to El Cerrito Del Norte. This 
freeway service may be rerouted to San 
Pablo Avenue to avoid congestion along 
l-80. 

The engineering and design for the 
Pleasant Hill parking structure is also ex- 
pected to get underway in 1987 with a 
tentative October date for ground clearing. 
When completed in 1989, at cost of ap- 
proximately $25 million, the structure is ex- 
pected to provide 1000 to 1200 new 
spaces, in addition to consolidating all ex- 
isting spaces at the station in order to 
accommodate joint development of the 
station area. bo 
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Good Will, Safe 
Travel Over Holidays 


Once again, BART Police were in- 
strumental in providing a safe and happy 
holiday season for a number of Bay Area 
families and commuters. 

The eighth annual Safe Holidays Pro- 
gram, staged in conjunction with local 
radio and television stations, served a rec- 
ord number of 27,000 cups of coffee on 
Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve. 

Interestingly enough, not only did BART 
commuters appear to foreswear booze in 
favor of beans, but they exhibited a new 
awareness of their waistlines. According 
to program coordinator, Sgt. Leonard 
Thomas, some 70 volunteers from a total 
of 14 local organizations served 1,270 
dozen doughnuts, or 150 dozen less 
than last year. 

However, the number of cookies — 300 
boxes consumed — remained the same. 

Also in its eighth year, the BART Police 
Food Drive established records by feeding 
thirteen needy families plus delivering food 
to a battered women's shelter and to the 
Open Door Mission at Seventh and Oak 
Sts. in Oakland. 

Nearly $1600 was raised this year, of 
which $1348 was contributed by em- 
ployees of BART, ABAG and MITC. The 
drive was once again coordinated by Sgt. 
Brian Newlon, who signaled out program- 
mer Ray Arcement of Information Systems 
for special thanks. 

Under Arcement's leadership, the de- 
partment raised $272, a total they are chal- 
lenging other departments to beat in the 
1987 food drive. b 


Pictured are some of the proud Vehicle Re- 
pair employees at Oakland Shops who have 
gone over two years with no lost time due to 
industrial injury. From left to right are (stand- 
ing): Manuel Leitao (machinist), Lorne Luck- 
en (expediter), Bob Daron (Oakland Shops 


Superintendent), Walt Coreia (material coor- 
dinator), Silver Silva (utility worker), Mel 
Grimes (welder); (seated): Rufus Sterling (ex- 
pediter), Linda Jimenez (tool room atten- 
dant), Margean Gray (expediter) and Pete 
Avalos. 


OHY Employees Set Safety Record 


The 10 employees in the Oakland Shop/ 
Support Facility celebrated two years of 
accident-free on the job service on Jan. 10 
for a total of 20,800 hours. 

Which means that they will be in line for 
another pizza lunch, courtesy of their su- 
pervisor, Wes Farrer. 

Every six months since January of 1985, 
Farrer has been treating his staff to the 
luncheon in celebration of an accident-free 
record. He picks up the $70 tab personally. 

“You don't want to blow your lunch,” said 
tool room maintenance worker Linda 
Jimenez. “So you start to be a little more 
careful, both at work and at home, and it 
really does help. It's worked to our benefit 
and to the district's benefit.” 


TRAIN CABS GET FACELIFT 


When the first of the A-cars went through 
the cleaning process back in March of 
1985, something was wrong. Although the 
aluminum cars came out looking like new, 
the fiberglass cab still looked faded. 

It was obvious that a new process would 
be needed to restore the cabs to mint con- 
dition. 

That work began 18 months ago in the 
Hayward Yard and is scheduled to be com- 
pleted the first of July, the final step in 
BART's ambitious car cleaning program. 

Four employees, working the day and 
swing shifts, spend anywhere from 40 to 80 
hours per cab, covering the cars and win- 
dows before stripping the fiberglass shells, 
sanding, patching any cracks or crevices, 
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painting the cabs with a high gloss epoxy 
enamel and restoring the stripes and 
logos. 

To date 106 of the 137 A-cars have been 
through the process at a cost of $1400 per 
cab. 

The original car cleaning, a $165,000 
contract with Kleen-Tech Building Mainte- 
nance, Inc. of Pleasanton, was done in the 
Concord Yard. Three to four cars a night 
are now routinely cleaned there so that 
BART will never again face such a mam- 
moth “housecleaning” task. 

As for the restoration of the A-car cabs, 
Hayward Yard Manager Mike McCoy 
promises “they'll be good for another 10 
years — make that 12.” ba 


The record is even more remarkable 
considering the dangerous tools used by 
machinists and welders in the shop, which 
repairs everything that doesn't have to do 
with the trains, according to Jimenez. 

At 112 pounds, she describes herself as 
a “regular-size female,” who frequently suf- 
fered from back problems as a result of 
lifting heavy loads on the job. 

“Now | get the proper piece of equip- 
ment to move something instead of just 
flinging it around,” she said, “and | lift with 
my legs instead of trying to pull with my arm 
and back. 

“Really, safety is just thinking for a min- 
ute or two before you start to act.” bs 


Under that protective gear is Dan Green, a 
member of the Hayward Shops crew as- 
signed to the job of restoring BART A-car 
cabs. The restoration work is part of the Dis- 
trict’s car cleaning program which has 
brought the fleet back to looking as good 
or—according to some BART staffers who 
know — better than they did 15 years ago. 


